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KilEFACE 

" . t O T H B 

B. E AD E R. 

(He PoLITt i^HiLOSOPttEH 

I Wa^ printed originally at E^ 

[ difiburgh, and Part of the £•* 

I ditioa fent up to Londotu The 

Novelty of the Title, and t6 

fay TrutJi df the Performance itfelf, for it 

is wiatten in a maoner neVer before madci 

tife of in our Language, recommended it 

to fome, and prejudiced it in the Opinion 

0f others j but Time> which is the Touch- 

ftppe of fuch Produftionsjr did J[uftic<< 

to thisWorJc^ and at laft procur'd it an 

i^ft^p^a not only here but abfoad, Thi^y 

A t©' 
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ii Pr E FA C E f^ f^^ R E A D E R. 

togcdieJi' witK my great Efteeni for its in-^ 
genious Author, who is now in Italy, and 
who is allow 'd by all who know him, to be 
truly a Polite Philosopher, occafion'd 
my fending this Second Edition into the 
World. 

• 
The Intent of the Author, for I very 
well knew his Intent, was to make Men 
alham'd of their Vices, by (hewing t^m 
how ridiculous they were made by them, 
and how impofRble it was for a bad Man 
to be Polite. It may be, graver Books have 
l>een written on this Subjeft, but few more 
Ko the Point j its Author being equally 
skill'd in Books and in Men, in the dead 
Languages and the living : I prefume there- 
fore, that his Obfervations will be gene* 
rally found true, and his Maxinis jurf:. 

At firft Sight it may feem that thig 

Book is calculated only for a few; but I 

beg leave to obferve, that in truth there are 

but few to whom it may not be ufeful. As 

' ^'^ " •* * ^ * *every 
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Preface to the Reader. HI 

every Man in his Station ought to be ho*> 
neft, fo; eyery Man in his Behaviour may 
be ?olife : nayj he ought to be fo, b^aufe 
he .will be fure to find his account in; it ; 
itiioe ic is. a Qpality eafier difcern'4 and of 
cocifequence feoner rewarded^ than the for* 
mer* We muft know and converfe with a 
Man, to he convinced of his Probity; 
whereas we perceive at firft Sight whedier 
<he has Good-mannersj by this we. are pre- 
judiced in. his Favour : and who then would . 
not ftrive to learn an Art at once fo cafy, 
and fo extenfive in its Ufe ? 

But if it be beneficial to All, it is pe- 
culiarly neceflary to Youth. It is at once 
a Remedy for Balbfulnefs, an^J a Preferva- 
tive ag^inft the contrary Vic?* A Polite 
Perfon ftands in the Middle between ^ 
Iheepifh Modefty, and a diftafteful Bold- 
nefs. *Tis .the Habit which adds the laft 
l^olifh to Education, brightens the Man of 
Letters, and fpreads ^ Glofs over that Sort 
gf learning which would otherwife ap^ 
A a pear 
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iv Preface to tbt Reader^ 

pear pedantick. Thd Polite Man may not 
only underftand Latin and Greeks but may 
alfo intmduce th?m into Difcoutfe^ provi^ 
ded it be before propel: Compaiiyi And t>n 
fi proper Qccafion^ The unpoliihqi Scholair 
lugs them in whenever they oociir ;jqtiot)eB 
C) V I D to his Mifbrefs;, ahd repeats a Pd^^ 
|age from Polyjenus to a Captain of 
the Guards. To oift Yoiith th^rcfcire I beg 
leave to recominend ting coiu:ife Manual^ 
which will coft them but little Time t^ 
read^ and no great ]paiii9 to pra£tiie. 
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•H CHT r/^ -•'"" <.T "/ 

Tothe AUTHOR,.of the 

Polite Philosopher. 

c- — -- Vdat B^tcxna teix^>ora Mykto. ^;^, 
\KT HE N Viie; the Shelter of a Mask dif. 

ff^eft Rlljt triuaped, a»d a Nsro reign% . 
f^T%Q»ivtrifeySiamGyyaJ^^ . j 
4nd,pe^d the ^taring MbnfterfuU in TS^bt j ^ 
70 puhlick ABrth expoid the Imperial Btafi^ 
/foi i»^^ iEif ^antm Omt the ^o^mtm Jifi» \ 

IN your corre^er^age his Wit we fee ^ 
Jnd all the Roman lives reftor^d in thee. 
So is the ^iece proportioned to our Tjmes, 
for e^^y Age diverjijies its Crimes j 
Jind Vicey with VKOTEvs^Arty in one conceals 
What in the next more hdJdly it reveals : 
■ pe dijfertfa Shapes drvoes vn tBe Lafimfg^Trade, 
jind makes tH World mx changing Mdfquerade. 

tHE 
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vi To the Author. 

rt HE" griping W\retcb, whtfe Atf rice fair k$ 

, tm^^.:rt\ " *'. :/... ;• 1 

7i |:^>i Wx ^wfff , tf holy Look puts on ; 
To j&ir/i& ^/W^j ift/5 ^/r^^^ to Hiaven bis EyeJ^ 
And^ mth a Shew (f Grace, d^rauds andJi^s^ . 
TVambitious Courtier, bra for d^^rmt Ends, « 
Witbfeeming Zeal the ^iVUcTtGoadd^enSs/ '% 
TV Bitbtiftaft tbinks to bim the Standard gi^'n '- 
Of Trtftb Divine, tbe MdJter^Key ef Hea^^n: V . 
'fbe ^Pettifo^erfee^d, fupports tb& Cauft 
Hwi^ermgfuft, and mrtjks tbt iajui'd Lsms. 
7c Courage Bullies ; Fbps to IVit pretend ; 
And all can projlitute the Name of Friend. 

.... V 

Tet tba'Men want but Eyes tafee tbe Cheat, 
Tbey cbitfe to wink, and help their own Deceit. 
T^be Herd of Fbols rejlgn themfelves a ^rey 
Which every Knave purfues bis private Way. 

T'JHE Quejffon,FoKfiE&TEK,isf6mefbingbarAi 
Brjjjball tbe Wife tbe motley. Scene regard ?\ .' . 

Wbik 
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Xo the AuTao/itI Vm 

tVbile Mm 0tfrlviSyCun w^tmm^ifiuni lyif, 
^Baif^JJbail wfimie£ or gui^ifsfiuUljm 4;ry?. 
Humanijuy i0. ^ticB.'Wou^d giu the &uJei\ 



0/ that thy Work, inftru^m hut refin% 
"the feafing Image of your eafy Mind, 
(jWhieh^rkh'the Statues wrought hy Pkkfian Art^ 
Is omfair Whole, compkat in every ^art) 
May <^xe tin Ugbter Follies of. the Jge, 
Cool^igo$^Zefil; au(if(fte»^arty^Bagei 
E»^e SUNgfifre, pedantry if mom, . / 

Sttii^ 4f^^^m deaS^ and Scandal dumb ; 
Kefioreffte Converfeto its native Light, 
Md teach Mankin4y with Eafe, tp grew Polite. 

Then round thy Brow the Myrtle Garland 
twine. 

The grateful Recompence of Toils lik$ thine : 

Secure in all you write or do, to pleafe, 

Join Wit with Senfe, with Vnderfianding Eafe. 

Already 
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Some in tbt'^ak/i Jbikfes fifea^^^ 
Others haiM6moiu,J^eakth4 4»tp^<Pr - 

]^l to approve, witbjequal Zeal cot^ire : 
Wb^ more can Fortune give ?m^^or you defirei 

'Jtb Love's. tifijH^. Quuft/tg^*4*ii Ipniui f ■■-•'<■ 
So vahik yqftjkvatf- trtat v^tb fitch Hegardi \. ^ - 
7'he UmelyJ^hdtttJbdU b€-y6Kf(ktfi,fywdf4.^ ' •^-) 

Ai^y ly'^e FastMfi^Plm, f^0y fix Dtktto t1ki4 



1* ft ^ 
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J . - THE 

PotiTE Philosopher. 



;ETHOB requires that, in my 

Entrance on this Work, I Ihould 

^ cx^aki tKfe Nature of that 9ti- 

^ encc to which I liave gitrcii the 

Name of Pp l i t e Ph i l o s o- 

^ ■ " ^ PHY ; ' tod'^tho'Tiil riot v^ery apt 

to write methodic^lyi yet I think it becomes me-, 

on tliis occafion, to ihew that my Title Is fomc- 

Vfhsx a propos. 

Fo L K s who .are skilFd in Gfreek\ tell us, that 
Philosophy 'meails lio more than the Love 
of Wifdom I and I, by the Adjunftlon of P o- 
LiTfi, would be utiderftood to mean that Sort 
of Wifdom which teaches Men to be at Peace i»» 
themfelves, and neither by their Words or Beha- 
viour to difturb the Peace of others. 

B AcA- 
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i^^ TJ&^'POLllfE PrtlLOSOPHEii: 

;AdA]>E.ikiiCAi» Criticks may, pcrb^pf^ tk^ 
p«& that I ihould^ at leaft, quote fome Greek Sage 
or bthcr, a$ the Patron of ttett kind of Knosv- 
ledge which I am about to reftore ; and^ as I 
pique niyfelf on obliging every Man in his way, 
I ihall pnt them in mind ofoneA&iSTXPPua, 
who was ProfeiToc of ^oUfe ^bihfiphy at S^a^ 
cafe, in the Days of the £un9us Ring D t a y t- 
s ty 5, in ythfok F^tow he fto^d faig^^ ^an 
even Plato himfelf. Sh<Miid they go &rtfaer^ 
and demand an account of his Tenets, I.muft 
turn them over to Ho R a c e, who has com^ 
prifed them all ia one lipe. — • . 

... 1 

dmms Akxstippvm deeuiP eclcty €^, Jfa* 

tas, iSrts. 

Secure his Soul frefenfd $ tmfiant Fi-ame ; 
T'hrou^b ev^ry varying Scene pf Ijfe thefamH 

I N the G)urt of the King of SV/7k, this wife 
Man enjoy'd all the Delights that yeould have 
fatisfy'd a fenfual Mind ; but jt was the Ufe of 
thefc which Ihewed him a true Philoibpher : He 
was temperate in them, while he poiTefTed tliem ; 
and eafy without them, when they were no kniger 
in his power. In a word, he had the Integrity . 
rf Diogenes, without his Churlifhnefs ; *nd 

as 
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'The Polite Philosopher* 3 

AS his Wifdom was ufcful'to himfdf^ fo it rcn- 
der'd him agtteafale to the reil of the World. 

A&i$TZPPXJS had many Piipils j but for 
the regular Succefllon in his School, it has cither 
not been recorded by the Greek Writers, or at 
leaft by any of them that have come to my Hand. 
Among the Romans^ indeed, this kind of Know- 
ledge was in the higheft Efteem,^ and that at the 
Time when the Reputation of ^tM Commonwealth 
was at its greateft Height. S.^xpzo was ie(& 
diftinguifhed by the Lawrels he acquired from 
foreign Conqucfts, than' by the Myrtle Garland 
he wone as a Profeffpr in this Art. The familiar 
Letters of C x c e il o are fo many Ihort Lcdtu-es 
in our Science, and the Life of Po >€ po n i v $ 
At T X c u 5 a Praxis only on ^diu ^hilf(f$fb)\ 

I w o V t p not be fufpcAed to mention thefc 
great Names, with an Intent to difplay my Learn- 
ing ; fiu: be it from me to write a Satire on the 
Age ; All I aim at, is to convince the ^etius ^^ 
prits of our Timesj th^t what I teach they may 
receive without Difparagement, fince they tread 
thereby in the (ame Road with the greateft He- 
roes of Antiquity ; and, in this way at lekft, 
ctmjdate the Charaftcrs of At e x and e & and 
C JE s A Ri Or, if thofe old-fii(hion*d Comman- 
ders excite not their Ambition, I will vtfitttre to 
•ifiut tllem, that in this Track only, thty will ba 
B z able 
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4 Th P^^LiTE Philosopheit. 

able to ^proach the immortal Frlnce E u g e-n t; 
who, gloriole from his Courage, and amiabljp 
from his Clemency, is yet lefs diftinguilhed by 
his Rauk^ than by his ^olitenefg. % 

After, naming Prince E u g e ^ e,^. it ^^ould 
debafe my Siibjeft to add another Example; I 
ihall proceed therefore to the taking notice, of 
fuch Qiialities of the Mind as are req^^ii;e (ot 
my Pupils to have, previous to the Recejypt of 
tbefe Inftruftions, . .. , \ 

But, as Vanity is one of the greatfft Imp^e- 
diments in the. Road of a Oolite ^hihjbpjber^ 
and, asr b? who takes upon 'him to be a ^wepr 
toT.y ought, at ijeaft, not to give an ilj Example 
to his SphQjars ; it \yiU not be improper for. nje 
to * declare, that, in compofing this Piece, I had 

?,that Precept of S en e c a, H^c^ ch 
( dum diets audia^yipfe fprihcy ut dum 

^ tega^.' WhicJ\, for the fak? of the 

,; AaU tranQat^ itAo JE^ngliJhi and 'into 

i J mgy gratiJ^ xay own Propeniity tp 

i —•<-'. ^ .* •• • ^ ..... 

. Sneaking to others, ';johat you diffafe loeari ' 
, ,4fhi k^rjf x(>urfeJf^ while te^cjsingym appear, . 

, Tijtvf you fep.mcftopp'd of t}ie iUn^bcyj^J 

: ^ to 
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"to rcrofidbr ' inft Qtsiy n$7 a Scliopl-fcllovf; B^ymg 
jhe Matter, th»t wcniay the bettcj: cpftqi^cr thp 
jDifficultiesofiOwTask- • '. . 'j . . ; 

' ' • ' • ' * , - 

"^ Td proceed then in the Charafter,' whidi, for 
my own fake as well as yours, 1* have pnt on, let 

ine remind yon, m the firft Place, ' } 

• • • . - .^ '. ' . , ■ k 

. . ,Th A T ReafoHy. however antiqiiej you . may 
'think it, is a Thing, ^bfolutely negcf^ ^n tlip 
Coinppfition of him who eodeavQvir;; git acquirit^ 
zfbilofiphical^oUtenefs '; and let us. receive it ^ 
^ Maxim, That without Reafoff there's no being 
fk jFine Gentleman. 

H o,w E V E n, to foften ^ thq farqetune that 
•w^e yield to this Conttraintj^ I te}l my blooming 
Audience with Fleadue, that. Rfofa^^ like ji 
Fop's Under-waiftcoat, may be wore out of fight j 
and». provided it be but' wom< at all, I ihall nof 
quarrel with them, though Vivacity, like a laced 
Shxrti be put over to -conceal it*: For^.tq ptiffue 
the Comparifon, our Minds fuff<^. no l^fs from 
Indifcretion, than our Bodies from :t}ie:X)ijuries of 
WeatJicr- , i 

Next to this> another out^f-4he*way Qua- 
Jification, muft be acquired, and that is Calmnefs. 
JtS%riw the Smarts of the Univcrfity, the Sparks 

:. ' • of'- 
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of the Side-boxes, or the genteel Fhitterets rf 
the Dtawing-room, imagine that I will d^vt 
them of thofe elevated Enjoyments, drinkingTea 
with a Toajty gallanting a Fan, or roving, like a 
Butterfly, through a Parterre of Bw«rw / No, » 
4un far from beii^ the Author of foch fcv^rc lor 
ftimtionsj but am, on the contrary, willing to 
indulge them in their Pleafures, as long as they 
preferve their Seizes. By which I would be un- 
derfiiood to mean, while they aft in Charafter, 
and fufer not a fond Inclination, an afpJrin^ 
Vanity, or a giddy Freedom, tp tranfport thcth 
into the doing any Thing which may for^it 
prcfeia Advantages, or entail upon them futart 
Pain. 

• I s H A 1 1, have fireqaent oceadon, in the fbl-x 
lowing Pages, to fliew, from Examples, of what 
mighty Ufe Rjiafin, and an tnuUJturbed Ttmper, 
are to Men of great Commerce in the World, 
and therefore ihaU vcM. no £uther on them here. 

Th E laft Difpofition of the Soul which I ihail 
mention, as nece&ry to him who would become 
a Proficient in this Science, is Good-Natttre ; a 
Quality, which, as Mr. Da t den iaki in *a 
Dedication to one of the beft-natur*d Men of his 
Time, deferves the higheft Eftecm, though, tfom 
an unaccountable Depravity both of Tafte and 
Morals, 'it meets with the Icaft. For can there 

be 
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7%e Polite PhitospPHE** f. 

Ve my llung more ftxtuaUe in human Nature^ 
than to thinks to fpeak^ and to do^ whatever 
Good lies in our Power unto All ? No Man who. 
Ifxks upon the Suo, and who feels that Chear-« 
fidae& which his Beams inTpire, but would rather 
vifh himfelf like fo gicMious a Beings than to re^ 
fosMe the 73!Sfr> however fotmidable for its 
Fkrcc^i^ or the Serp^^ hated for his Miffing^ 
and dimded £>r his Sting* Good-tNature mzy^ 
iofifee^ be made almoft as difiufive as Day-* 
J^t ; but ifaort '^^the lUvag^s of the Tyier^ 
vudocont the Bite of a Serpent^ to the Vengeance 
of a; CMkir'd fbart^ oc the Malice of an enve^ 
Hpn^d TougU€. To this let me add another Ar- 
gument in Favour of this Benevolence of 8ouI» 
and &rthtfr Perfuafions will^ I flatter myfelf, be 
unncceflary. Cood-Nature adorns every Perfec- 
tion a Man is Matter of, and throws a Veil over 
every Blemilh which would otherwife appear. « In 
a word, like a sk$^nl fainter ^ it places his Vir- 
tues in the faireft Light, and cafts all his Foibles 
into Shade. 

1*11 us, in a few Words, Senfe, Moderatkn^ 
and Sweetmfs arc effential to a polite ^Philofo" 
fber : And if you think you can't acquire thffe^ 
e'en lay my Book afide ; but before you do that, 
indulge me yet a Mdment longer. Nature de- 
nies the firft to few ; the fecond is in every Manx's 
Power ; and no Man need be without the laft, 

who 
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who cither ^aliieS general Meeitt, or is nor iii^ 
different • to' ^uWickHate, Fori w fty Trtith^- 
Virhat is'ttcc^ffa^yto mdke an hbneft Man, pro-* 
pcrly applied, would make a polite one : and' arf 
dfnoft c\'erjrorie woiild take ft airflfe, if we ftoulcif 
deny fiib the firlt Appdlatiori ; foyou iiiay- wr-f' 
eeive froitil thefttie, hotr few thcrfe are,- Who^JHfc^ 
from thetf'o^ft IhdifcrctiOrt. may defenrc tfieTii^ 
cond: tt'tS'Wkpt pf Attentfoii, iiot Cagadtyjj 
which leaves trt-fd'nrahy'Bitotfes'i IfWcri^^ 
felf there will &6. fewer of this* Species,; if^ aaiy'oS^ 
them caA^jrprcrailcd .on fo^^fe^'thii . ' A Efe-^ 
fcriptiort' or their t^auks is to-luch- the fittcft Lt6^ 
ture j-ftr Sftr^Wforffic^ ^rc who cah Vieii^' 

th^ittfeftes1ir^€flafs. ' '^' '-'-- - - - • ^ 

, Qm Fillies^ whm di^Jay^d^-ot^plvhaff^^ 
, Few m'af(>i^ad^t0ie4^tiffi'€^i(ms Sight.: - > 
J^af^indyM Herds, thc^ Pst^ of Cufiom ftreiy} 
Mtjiead each other into ErrorYWay';' ' ' " \ 
^rfue the Road, forgetful of the E>td, 
• Sin by Miftghj, and mjbout Thught ofendi- 

M ^ Readers who ha^r? perhaps been many of 
them aecUftomed to think ^oJitenefi rather an bt- 
hament^ Accomplilhmcnt, than a: Thing' ncccf- 
fary t6 b^ acquired in order to an cafy and hap-- 
py Xife, mny, from thehce, pay Icfs Attention 

than 



Digitized 



by Google 



" The P0LlTE%fitt6SCfPH^. " '' ^ 

' than' my'iiftruftions rcqaire, unlefs I can con- 

^ vince tKein 'they are^ in the wrong. In ordier to 
which, I itiult put them iii mirid, that the Tran- 
quillity, and even Felicity of our Days, depends 

" as 'ftrongly on fmall Things, as on great ; of 
which Men may be eaffly convinced, if they but 

• rcfftifc how great Uneafinefs they have cxperienc'd 
from crofs Accidents, althougb they related but 
to Trifies ^ and at the fame time remember, that 
Difquia is of all others the grcatcft Evil, let it 
arifc frpm what it will. 

Now; in the Concerns of Life^ as in thofe of 
l^ftmey Numbers aVc ^'brought into what arc 
called Ijad Circumftancesi . from fmall N^glefts, 
rather tharj.from any great Errors in material 
Affairs. People are toa apt to think lightly of 
Shillings and Pence, forgetting that they are the 
conftitufent Parts of Pounds, until the Deficiency 
in the greater Article, Ihew them their Miltake, 
and convince them, by fatal Experience, of a 
Truth which they might have learnt from a little 
,Attention,; viz. that great $ums are made up of 
fmall. ,^ . 

Exactly parallel to thi$, is that. wrong 
Notion which many have, that nothing .more is 
due from them to their Neighbours, than what 
refults from a Principle of Honefty, which com- 
mands us to pay our Debts, and forbids us to do 

C Inju- 
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Injuries : Whereas d thou£uul^ Iktk Ovi^hf, 
ComplacfncitSy and J&tdea^purs to giye x>ther9 
Pleafure^ are requifite td keep up the^elifli of 
Life, and procure us that A^ftioi and Eftee^ii 
which every Man^ vfho has a SeuTe of" it^ muft 
defire. And ia the i^tght timeing ^nd ^^freet 
Manag^ent of thefe Fun&ilio's^ ioonfifts thi^JESz 



fFhicb unto Tablets human Form impart .^' 
• How many fan depi^Jbe rifing Broav^^ 

The Nofey the MmtJfy and iveiiy Feature fii^»^ 
Can, in their Colours y imtate ths SkiMy 
Andy hy the Force ofRrey can Jm them in i 
Tet, when 'tis doncy unpleqfing to the Sight, 
7h>' like the ^iSutCy firikes net mthDel^hf /• 
^7/ J Z I H K alone gives the enameffd Face 
ApoliJh^dSmeetnefsy and a ghjjy Grace. 

Examples have, generally fpeaking, greater 
Force than Precepts : I will therefore delineate 
theCharafiersof fioNORius and GAncxiiy 
two Gentlemen of my Acquaintance, whofe Hu- 
mours I have perfeftly cqnfider'd, and fliall re- 
prefent them without the leaft Exaggeration, 

Ho- 
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Ho N o & I u s is a Perfon equally diftinguiih'd 
by bisSirtB and E^une. He has, naturally, 
<j!a?i j(?3^, and that ttoo hath been improved by 
a regular Edacation. His Wit is lively, and- his 

Morals without a Stain. •- - Is not this an 

amiable Charafter > Yet Ho no&ivs is not 
beloved, fib has, feme way or other, contrafted 
z Notion, that it is beneath a Mati of Honour 
to M beltMv the Height of Truth in any Degree, 
or on any Occafion whatfocver. From this Prin- 
ciple he fpeaks bluntly what he thinks, without 
regarding the Company who are by. Some 
Weeks ago he read a Le&ure on female Hypo- 
crify before a married Couple, though the Lady 
was much fafpefted on that Head. Two Hours 
dfter htf fell into a warm Declamation againft «Sr- 
innny md^ieJFcrafi, before two Dignitaries of 
the Church. And, from a continued Courfe of 
this fort of Behaviour, hath rendered himfelf 
dreaded as a Monitor, inftead of being efteemed* 
as a Friend. . 

Garcia, on the contrary, came into the 
World under the greateft Difadvantagcs. His 
Birth was mean, and hk Forfuhe not to be men- 
tionM : Yet, though he is fcarce Forty, he has 
acquired a handfome Eflate in the Country, and 
lives on it with more Reputation than moft of bii 
Neighbours. While a Servitor at the Univerfity^ 

C 2 he 
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he, by his Affiduities, recommended himfelf to 
a noble Lord, and thereby procured ^rPiacc of 
fifty Pounds a Year, in a publick Q&e. .His 
Behaviour there made him as inany Friends as. 
there were Perfons belonging to that Board. His 
Headinefs in doing Favpurs, gained., bim the 
Hearts of his Inferiors ; his Deference for: thofe 
in the higheft Charafters in the Office^ procured. 
Wm their Good-will; and. the Complacency he 
exprefs'd to his Equals, and thofe immediately . 
above bim, made them efpoufe his Intereft with 
aimofl as much Warmth as they did their own., 
By this Management,. in ten Years time, he rofe 
to the Pofleflion of an Office which btought him 
in aThoufand Pounds a Year Salary,, and: near 
doiibie as much in Perquifites. 'Affluence hath 
made no Alteration- in his Manners., The fame. 
Eafinefs of Difpofitioii attends him in that For- 
tune to .which it hasjraifed hJm ; and lie is, at 
this Day,, the Delight of^ all who kpow .him, 
from an Art he has of perfuading them, that 
their Pleafures and their Interefts are equally dear 
to Mm with his own. Who, if it were in his 
power, . would refufe what H o n o. r x u s . pof- 
fclies ? And who would 4i9t wifli that Poffeffion 
accomgapicd with G a n c i a's Difpofition ? 

r F I. A T T^E R inyfelf> that by this Time moil 
pf ^ my Readers ,havc acquired a tolerable Idea of 
^^Uf^ffi} ^4 a iS^A ^PPPn . of. its Ufe in our 
I.; T ;) Paflage 
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9a(&ge through Life : I mutt, howevelr caudod 
them of one Thing ; that, under Pretence of^o-^ 
iitenefs^ they fall neither into a Contempt or 
Car^iTnefs of SciencjC. 

A Mak may have much Learning without 
being a Pedant : Nay, it is neccflary that fie 
flioiild have a confiderable Stock of Kfi(m:k4igt 
before he can be polite. The Glofs is never 
given till the Work is finiflied; without it the 
beft-wrought Piece looks clumfy : But Varnifli 
over a vou^j} Board, is a prepollerous Daub. Ifi- 
fl word, that Rule of Ho r a c e, Mifcere utile 
dtiki^ fo often* quoted, ban nevit be better ap- 
plied, than in the prefent Cafe, where neither 
of the Qimlities ca]!i (tibfift without the othen 

JVith BnfsJoYmce\ the Rule of 'Life "JoeVlplace^ 
• Cloth is pJaikSenft, and pokjb'd J^re^ding tdct. , 
' l^n may in both mijiake the true Vefign ; 
J^oJs (ft are tawdry ^ when they would hejine : • 
Jn equal Mixture, both of Ufe aft^ Show, 
From giddy FopSy points the accompUjh^d Beaux. 

Having r^ow gone through .tb« ^riHrcognita 

cf ^ditc Thilofophy, 'tis rcquificc wc fliould de- 

\ ^* fccud 
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Ibend with greaeo: Particularity into ica (ewraf 
Branches. 

Fo X thoagh Exa0ne/s wodd not be of a Kecer 
cither with the Nature or Intent of this Work, 
yet fome Order is aWblutelynccefllary, becaufe 
nAthii^ is more unpoUte than to be obfcure*: 
Some Philofophers have, indeed, prided tbsm^ 
(elves in a mg/teri$t(s :wzy of Spewing; wrapping; 
their Maxims in fo tough a Coat, that the Ker* 
nel, when found, feldom atoned for the Pains of 
ihe Finder. 

Tke politi Sdgi thinlcs in quite a difTerenfc, 
way. ^irfficuity is the Garment in which his 
Conceptions appear ; and .his Sentiments, if tbejr 
are of any Ufe, carry this additional Advantage 
with them, that fcarce any Labour is required iti 
attaining them. Gwver Difcourfes, like GaUm* 
$^ Medicines, are often focmidabLe in their Fi- 
gure, and naufeous in their Tafte. Ledures frpm 
a Dodior in biir Science, like a chemical Extrac* 
don, convey Knowledge as it were by Drops, and 
reftore Senfe, as the other does Health, without 
the Apparatus of Phyfick. 

flarfi to the Hearty and grating to the Ear, 
Who can Reproof withoat Rcfaffance hear ? ' 

Why 
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Why againjt ^riefts the genial Jtat$ fo fittmg^ 
'But that theyjhew us all we do is wntmg ? 
Wit mil apply d, does migbtier Wifdom right; 
Jbut gives us Knowledge^ while it giva Deligfac^ 
Tlbus on the Stage we with Applaufe heboid 
' ^^batw^lfaf9epam^dusfromth4?v^^^^ 

I T is now time to apply what we have already 
iftdvanced^ to thofe Points in which they may bt: 
themoft ufefulto us i and therefore we will be^ 
gin by conlsdering what Advantage the Pra&ice 
of them will procure, b refpeft to thofe three 
Things which are efteemed 'of the greateft Con- 
fcquence in the general Opinion of the World. 
This leads me, in the firft Place, to explain the 
Sentiments and Conduft of a Oolite ^bilofopher, 
in regard to Religion. I am not ignorant, that 
there are a Multitude of thofe who pafs both on 
the World, and on themfclvcs, for very polite 
Perfons, who look on this as a Tbpick below 
their Notice. Religion, fay they with a^eer, is 
the Companion of melanchoUy Minds ; but, for 
the gayer Part of the World, it is Ul-manners 
to mention it amongft them. Be it fo. But give 
me leave to add, that there is no ranker Species 
of Ill-Breeding, than fpeaking of it farcaftically, 

or with Contempt* 

^ Re- 
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*' R E L I G I o N, ftriaiy fpcaking, means, that 
" Worihip which Mfen, from aSehfe of Duty^ 
*' pay to that Being unto -whom they owe their 
'*^ own Exiftencc, >yith all thofe Bleflings an4 Be- 
^ nefits which Attend it. '* 

Let a Man but refleft on this Definition; 
«nd it wiii be &n^<yfibie for liiin ndt to peroeive, 
that treating this in a ludicrous way, muft not 
XHiIy be unpolite, but Ihocking- Who, that fhas 
a Regard for. a Man, wodd not ftart at the 
Thoughts of , faying a bafe. Thiqg of his Father 
Jbefore him ? And yet ^ whgt. a Diftance is therf 
betvyeen the Notion pf a Father ami a Creator I 
Since therefore no Farther Arguments are ncccf->- 
fary to prove the Inconfiftence between Raillery 
sind Religion i what can be more ccgent to a ^(^ 
lite Man^ than thus ihewing^ that fuch Difcourfps 
of his would be mal a propos ? ^ 

Thus niuch for thofe who might be guilty 
of JJnpolitenefs with refped to Religion in gene- 
I'^K a j^ult unaccountably common, in an Age 
which pretends to be (o^PoUte. 

A s to particular Relij>idns, t>r rather Tenets 
in Religionj Men are generally w^rm in them 
from one of tfaefc two Reafons,; "uiz. Tendernefs 
©f ConfvUcnce, or a high Seiife of tftcir own 

Judg- 
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Jii4gme»ts^ Men of plain Pares, and honcft Dif* 
poritioDSji look on Salvation as too ferious a Thing 
to be jelled With : A ^oliu Man therefore will 
be cautious of offending upon that Head, becaufe 
hfe knows It will give the Perfon to whom Tic 
{psks^ ^difiy a thing ever bppofitc to the Cha« 
tafter of a folifiid ^hilofophei'. The latter Rea- 
fon whtch I have afligned tor Mens Zeal in reli- 
gious Matters^ may f^etn to have lefs Weight 
than the firft ; but he who confiders it attentive- 
ly, will be of another Opinion. Men of fpecu- 
lative Religion, who are fo from the Cbuviftion 
fathet: of their Mea^cfs than their Hearts, are not 
a Bit Ms Vehement than the real Devotees. He 
who fays a flight or a fevere thing of their Faith, 
feems, to them, to have thereby undervalued their 
tJnderitahdings, and will confequently incur their 
Averfion, which no Man of common Senfe would 
hazard for a lively Expreffiori, much lefs a Perfon 
of good Breeding, who ihould make it his chief 
Aim to be well with all. As. a Mark of my own 
^ofitcnefsy I will here take leave of this Subjeft, 
fince, by dropping it, I ihall oblige the gay Part 
of my' Readers ; as, I flatter myfelf, I have al- 
ready done the graver Part, from my manner of 
treating it. 

Like/ome grave Matron of a nohle Line, 
IVitb awfui Beauty does Religion Jhine. 

p. yn/f 
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^tift Senfepould teach us to revere the Darnel 
Nor, hy imprudent "Jefisy tofpct her Fame. 
In common Ufe piill^imn this Reasoning rigbt^ 
Tl^at none hit Fools in grofs Abufe delight : ^ 
*fhen ufe it here — nor think our Caution vain^ 
To he polite^ Men need net he profane. 

Next to their Concerns in the other World; 
Men are ufually moft taken up with the Con- 
cerns of the ^uhlick here. The Love of our 
Country is among thofc Virtues to which every 
Man thinks he ihould pretend : And the Way in 
which this is generally Ihewn, is by falling into 
what we call Parties ; where, if a. large Share pf 
good Senfe allay not that Heat which is naturally 
contrafted from fuch Engagements, a Man iioon 
falls into all the Violences of^iuzifion, and looks 
upon every one as his Enemy, who does not cx- 
prefs himfelf about the publick Good in the fame 
Terms he docs. This is a harlh Pifture, but it 
is a juft one, of the far greater Part of thofe who 
are warm in political Difputes. A Oolite Man 
will therefore fpeak, as fcldom as he can, on 
Topicks, where, in a mix'd Company, it is al- 
moft impoffible to fay any thing that will pleafc 
all. 

To 
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To fay Truth, fPatrlotifm, properly fo called, 
is, perhaps, as fcarce in this Age, as in any that 
has gone before us. Men appear to love them- 
felves fo well, that it feems not altogether credi- 
ble, they fliould, at every turp, prefer their Coua- 
try's Intereft to their own. The Thing looks 
noble indeed, and therefore, like a becoming 
Habit, every Body would put it on. But this 
is Hypocrify, you'll fay, and therefore Ihould be 
Sete^ed. Here the polite ^hilo/opher finds new 
Inducements to Caution. Sore Places arc always 
tender; and People at a Mafquerade are in Pain 
if you do any Thing which may difcover their 
Faces. 

Our Philofophy is not intended to make k 
Man that four Monitor who points out Folks 
Faults, but to make them in love with their Vir- 
tues ; that iSy to make himfelf and them eajjf 
while he is with them, and to do or fay nothing 
which on Refleftion may make them lefs his 
Friends at their next Meeting. 

L E T us explain this a little farther. The Rules 
we offer are intended rather to guide Men in 
Cowpanyy than when jllone. What we advance 
tends not fo direftly to amend People's Hearts, 
as to regulate their Conduft ; a Matter which we 
have already demonftrated tcJ be of v^ fmall Im- 
D X poftancc. 
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portance. YiPt I beg you will oUcrve^ that tho' 
Mf^aUty be not imxv^^itxtXy our Subjeft, wc^are 
far howevpr from reqiiiring any Thing in our Pu^ 
pjls contrary thereto, 

A ^jolitfi Man may ypt be ^eli^m^ ; and, if 
his BLeafon be convinced, attached to any Jntpreft 
which, in his Opinion, fiiits bpft with tjiat of th^ 
<pHhUck ; provided he conform thus fei^ to oi}r 
Syftefiiy that on no Occaijon he tnoubleyothecs 
with the Articles of his rfiligms Ctee,d, or folitirr 
pal Engagements ; or, by any Stroke of IVif qr 
Raillery, hazard for a Lapgh that Difpofition of ^ 
Mind which is abfolutely npceffary to xfiskp Me^ 
^ ^aj}\ when together. . . ' ' 

. W p. |L P I indeed to indulge njy .own Septl-r 
ments, I ihould fpeak yet with greater Freedooj 
on this Subieft j (ince there is fo vaft a Difpror 
portion, when we come to compare thofe who 
have reaUy f ithpr a Concern in the Government, 
or the Service of their Country more particplarly 
at Heart, anS the Men who pretend fo either 
merely from a Pefivp of appearing of (ome Cop-* 
.fpiquenipe themfelves. We ought certainly to a- 
,void making one of this Number, aqd aim ratheir 
^t hc^ngquiist within ourfelves, land ^greeahlc to 
thqfe among whom we live, let their politicaji No^ 
jtions be what they mil ; inafmnich as this is a di-? 
• rea Roa^o Happipefs, whifh alj Mpn'profeC? 
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.Attxc.u^^ u4iofbCbara&er; appears (b amia- 
Irf^, from the concurring Teftimony of ail who 
mention hitn^ owed tfai^ greateft Fart of that 1^ 
iteem in whicb h^ lived, and of th^ Reputatipo 
by which he ilill Jfurvives, «tnto his fteady Adhe- 
'jrence to this Rule. HisBeoevolence made him 
love Mankind in geperal^ and his gjood Senfe hin- 
dered him from being tainted with thofe Party- 
Prejudices which had bewitch*d his Friends. He 
took not up Arms for Cj£ s a &, nor did be aban- 
don. //^^/^ when FoMPEV withdtcw with his 
'Forces, and bad, in outward Form, the S^nifiw 
of the CoBomonwealth. He faw too" plainly the . 
Ambition of both ,• yet he preferred his Com- 
plaifance for his Friends in each Party, witliout 
^fiding-with either. Succefs never made them more 
'welcome to Po M p,o ^ I u 5, nor could any De- 
feat leflen them in his Eftecm. When vidorious, 
he vifited them, without Iharing in their Power; 
and, when vanijuifhed, he received tl\em, with- 
"out eonfidering any thing but their Diftrcis. In , 
a few Words, he entertaiiied no Hopes from the 
'good Fortune of his Friends, nor fufFer'd the Ro- 
verfe of it to chill his Breaft with Fear. His E-p 
Equanimity produced a jiift EfFed, and his univer- 
fal Kindnefs made him uni vcrfally beloved. 

I. F A N c y this Pifture of a Difpofition, per- 
.fcftly free from politi(:al Sourntfs, will ha\'e an 

agree- 
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agreeable Effcft on many of my Readers, and 
' prevent their falling into a common Miftake, That 
the Circumftances of pubiick Afiairs, and the 
Charafters of pubiick Perfons, are the propereft 
Topicks for general Converfation : whereas they 
never confider, that it is hard to find a Company, 
wherein fome Body or other hath not either ^Li- 
king or Diftafte, or has received Injuries or Ob- 
ligations from thofe who are likelieft to be men- 
tioned upon fuch Occafions ,• and who, confe-^ 
quently, will be apt to put a ferious Conftruflioa 
on a flight Exprcffion, and remember afterwards 
in eamcft, what the Speaker meant fo much a 
Jeft as never to have thought of it more. Thefe 
perhaps may pafs, with forac, for trivial Remarks ; 
but, with thofe who regard their own Eafe, and 
have at all obferved what conduces to malce Men 
. difag?j^eable to one another, I flatter myfelf they 
will iiave more Weight. 

Behaviour is like Architefture, the Sym- 
metry of the whole pleafes us fo much, that wc 
examine not into its Parts ; which' if we did, we 
fliould find much Nicety requir^ in forming fuch 
a Strudure ,• though, to Perfons of no Tafte, the 
Rules of either Art would feem to have little 
Conneftion with their EffeAs. 

Ti^at 



Digitized 



by Google 



7&* Polite Philosopher; ij 

^hat true ^oUtenefs we can only caliy 
Which looks like * Jo n bsV Fabrick at Whitchail : 
U^ere jtifl proportion we with ^leafure fee ^ 
Idhe huiU hy Rule, yet from all Stiffiicfs/w; 
Tho^ grandy yet plain, magnificent, not fine; 
Tlhe Ornaments adorning the Dejign. 
It Jills our Minds with rational Delight^ ^^ 

^An^pleafes on Reflexion, as at Sight. 

After thefe Admonitions, as to Religion 
and Politicks, 'tis very fit we obferve another 
Tc^ick of modem Difcourfc, of wliich it is hard 
to fay, whether it be more common, or' more con- 
trary to true Politenefs. What I mean, is the 
refieHing on Mens Profeffions, and playing / on 
thofe general Afperfions which have been fix*d on 
themi by a fort of Ill-Nature hereditary to the 
World : And with this, as the third Point which 
I promifed to coniider, &aU be ihut up the more 
letious Part of this EiTay. 

I N order to have a proper Idea of this ^oint, 
we muft, firft of all, confider, that the chief 

; ^be Banquettmg'hwfi. 

Caufe 
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Caufe both of Love and Hatred is Cu/om. Whett 
Men, from d long Habit, have acquired a Facili^ 
ty of thinking, dearly, and fpeaking well in any 
Science, they naturally like that better than any 
cth6r ; and this Liking in a Ihort time grows up to 
warmer Affedion, which renders them impatient 
whenever their darling Science is decried in their 
Hearing. A polite Man will have a care of ri- 
diculii^ Phyfick before one of the Faculty ; tidk- 
ing difrefpeftfoUy of Lawyers, , while Gentlemen 
of the Lwg-^ole are by ; or fpeaking contempti- 
bly of the Clei^, when with any of that Order. 

Some Criticks may poflibly objeA, that fhe& 
are Solecifms of too grofs a Nature for Men o£^ 
tolerable Senfe or Education to be guilty of s But; ^ 
I appeal to thofe viho are moil conver&nt in the 
World, whether this Fault, glaring as it is, be 
not committed every Day. 

Thb ftri&eft Intimacy can never warrant Free- 
doms of this Sort ; and it is indeed prtpoitecou^ 
to think it ihould^ unlefs we can fuppofe Injuries : 
are lefs Evils when they are done us by Friencis^. 
than when they come from other Hands. 

Excefs of Wit may often$imes hegtuk : 
Jefis arc not always pardon^d^hy a Smik^ ^ 

Men 
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Men may difguije their Mdlict at the Hkarf, 

^ndfeem at Eafi — though faitCdwth irtwari 
Smart. 

Miftaken m — think all'fuch iVoundsy cf coarfi^ 

Reflexion cures — Alas I it mdhi them mrfei 

Like Scratebes they with double Anguijh feize^ 

Rankle in Time, andfefier hy Degrees. 

Let us now proceed to fpeak of Aaillery irf 
general. Invepive is a Weapon worn as Com^ 
monly as aSword, and^ tike that, is often in the 
Hands of tKofe who know not h6w to ufe it. Men 
of true Courage 5ght but ikidom, and never draw 
but in their own Defence. Mullies are contmiiall/ 
fcjuabbling, and, from the Ferocity of their Be- 
haviour, become the Terrof bf ^ome Cbmpanics, 
and the Jeft of more. This is jud the Cafe with 
fuch as have a Livelinefs of Thought, direded by 
ft ^ropenjity to IH-Natur^ : Indulging themfelves 
at the Expencc of otlxers, tfiey, oy degrees, in- 
cur the Diflike of all. ]Mcek Tempers abhor. 
Men of cool Dlfpofition defpifc, and thofc ad- 
difted to Chdlef chaftife them. Tt^ui a Liceh- 
tioufnefs of Tongue, like a Spirit of Rapine,, fats 
one Man againft all ; and the Defence of Repu- 
tation^ as y^ell as Property, puts the human Spe- 

£ cics 
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ciesron regarding a malevolent Babbler with a 
worfe Eye than a common Thief, becaufe Fimc 
\^ a Kidd of Godds, i/^hich, when once t^en a- 
way, can hardly be reftored. Such is the Effigies 
of this himian Serpent : And who, when he has 
confider^d it, would bethought to have fat for the 
Piece ? 

It is a thoufand to one my Bbdk feels the 
Refehtment of D & a c o^ from his feeii^ his own 
Likenefs in this Glafs. 

A GOOD Family, but no t^ortune, threw 
Draco into the Army when he was Very young- 
Dahcingy Fencings and a Smattering of firencb, 
are all the Eduction either his Frieilds beftowcd, 
or his Capacity would allow him to receive. He 
lias been how two Years in Town, and from 
Swearing, Drinking, and Debauching Country- 
'Wenches (the general Rout of a military Rake) 
the Air of St. ^amts^s has given his Vices a neW 
turn. By dint of an embroidered Coat, he thrulls 
*Iiimfelf into the Beaa Coffee-houfcs, where a 
dauntkfs Eflfrontry, and a rtatttral 'Volubility of 
'Tongue, con^frc to make him pafs for a FelloW 
of Wit and Spirit. 

A Bajiard Ambition makes hfm envy every 
great Charafter ; and as* he has juft Senfe enough 
to know, that his Qiialilications will never recom- 
mend 
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ncnd him ta the Efteem of Men of Senfe, or the 
Favour of Women of Virtue, he has thence con- 
traded an Antipathy to both ; and, by giving a 
boundlefs Ibofe to univerfal Malice, makes conti- 
fUial^ Wac againft Honour and Reputatm, where- 
ever he iSo^s them. 

Hb catxx^la is a female Firebrand, niore 
dangerous, and more artfully vindictive than 
D K A G p himfelf. Birth, Wit, and Fortune com- 
bine to renider her confpicous ; while a fplenetick 
Smyy ibu^s her, otherwife amiable. Qualities, and 
makes her dreaded as a Poifon doubly dangerous, 
grateful to the Tafte, yet mortal m EfFeft. AH 
who fee H E c A T I L L A at a Vifit, where the 
Bnlliancy of her Wit heightens the Luftre of her 
Charms> &re imperceptibly deluded into aConcur- 
rence with her in Opinion, and fufped not Difli- . 
mulation under the Air of Frankncfe, nor a ftu- 
died Oefign of doing Mifchief in a feemingly ca- 
liial Stroke' , of Wit. The moft facred Charafter, 
the moft e^ted Station, the &ireft Reputation^ 
, defend not againft the infedious Blail of fprightly 
Raillery ; \yovtt on the Wir^s of ff^it^ and fup- - 
ported by a Blaze of Beauty^ the fiery Vapopr 
withers the fweeteft Bloflbms, and communicates 
to all who hear her, an in\H>luntary Diflijcte to 
thofe at wbqfe Merit fiie points her Satire. 

E z Jt 
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. jb Boning tims the unfufpeifhg Sw^in, 
Returning homewards o'er a tnarfhy ^lain, 
^kas!dy at a Dijtancefies the lambent tigbt^ 
^d, ha/y, follpws the tnifchievous Sfrit^ 

Tlbrorigh Brakes and Saddles, Cfoer Hedge an^ 

'■ ' Stile, 

.Rambles, mifguiM, many a peary ACk; 
Confus'd,' and won^ring at the Spase he's gone^ 

* Dqtfbts, then Relieves, and hurries fajler on : 
The Cheat dete£led, when the T^pour^s /pent. 
Scarce he's comnc'd, and bwdly Qan ffpenf, 

N E X T to thefe Cautions with refpcft to Rail-: 
leiy, which, if we examine ftriftly, wc ftiall fin4 
no better than a well-bred Phrafe for fpcaking ill 
of Folks, it m^y not be amifs to warn our Rca- 
- ders of a certain Vehemence in DifcxHjrfc exceed- 
ingly ihocking to others^ at the fame time that it 
not a' little ejchaufts themfd ves. 

If wc trace this Error to its Source, We fliaU 
find that the Spring of it is an Impatience at 
jfinding others differ from us in Opmion : And cm 
tli^tp be any thing more unreafonabki tlian to 
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blapic that Difpofitjon Jn them, which wcxhcriflj 
In ourfclvcs ? ... 

I F Subniiffion be a Thing fo difagrceablc to us, 
why Ihould wc expjcft it frcMi^ them ? Truth only 
can juftify Tenacioufnefs in Opinion. Let u$ 
calmly lay down what convinces us, and, if it i$ 
reafonable^ it will hardly fail of perfuading tiiofp 
to whom we fpeak. Heat begets Heat, and the 
ClaAiing of Opinions feldom £iils to ftrike out th^ 
Fire of Diffention. 

A 9 this ,is a FbibU more efpedally incident to 

riip Fair Sex, I think it will be highly neccffary 

to o£Fer another, and perhaps a more cogent Ar«* 

gument to their Confideration. ^ajjion is a pro- 

'digious Enemy to Beauty; it ruffles the fweeteft 

Features, ^ifcojours the fineft Complexion, and, 

in a Word, gives thp Air of a Fury to the Face 

of an jingel Far be it from jqie to lay Reftraints 

upon the Ladies ; but, in difTuading them froip 

this Method of enforcing their Sentiments, I pi^t 

'them upon an cafier Way of effeding what thejr 

defire j for what can be denied to Beauty, wh^ 

fpeaking with an Air of Satisfadtion ? Cqmplai- 

fance does ap that Vehemence would extort, 

as Anger caij alone abate the Influei^ce of thqc 

'^barms, 

Sercm 
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Serene and mild we view the Evening jUf^ 
Tlcte fkafini ^i^wexf the fmiling Fait %. 
A timfand Charms mtfe^tai Senfes met^ 
CpcUng the Bfe^«,e^ witbfiagfawt Odmrffwea$ 
Buffadden if' the fable Chadf deform 
lie 4^re Sky^^ and threat the eonufig Sterm 

Hafiy wefiee e^re yet the 'thunders rore^ 

Jfid dread what wefo tnucb advm^d befdre. 

T o Vebemence in Difcourfc^ iet me join RfSj^ 
jdundancy in it alfo, a Fault flowing rather froQi 
CareleJJfhefs than Dejign^y and which is more dan^ 
germs, from its being more negleBed. ^aJpo% 
as I have hinted^ excites Oppolition j and that 
very Oppofition, to a Man of tolerable Senfe 
will be the ftrongeft Reproof fbr his Inadvertcifc- 
cy :. Whereas a Perfon of a loquacious, Difpoft- 
don may often efcape open Cenfure from the Rc- 
'foeft due to his Quality, or from an Apprehen- 
fion in thofe with whom he converfes, that a 
'Check would but increafe the Evil, and, like 
curbing a hard-mouth'd Horfe, ferve only tp 
make him run the fafter ; from whence the 
Perfon in Fault is often rivctted in his Error, 

by 



Digitized 



by Google 



fh P*0>tITE !PHttosaTH*t. f ^ 

h^ miftdcbg k fiknK'Onadtipc £x profound Ati- 
fsodoa. •■.■"'■ 

P^ R xAtp « th» tihort Defcd[idoa.iBay fet nft* 
liy of ttty Readsps t^he, whidi, wbatev-er tbqr 
iffay €l^k of it, ila^uretliem is of no &udl lm» 
|K>rtflnee. C^(»/»Pk9t h a fort of Battky an iwhidi 
^ who toiap^t At h^e eluik no^ec^ve Shares. 
SCleMah cteft^re «^ho «KteiBpts ^ «ngro& i^ 
trefpa,flcs upon ^«lfc Rights of Ms CorapaMQ««i 
and whether they think fit to tell him fo, or no, 
-will of confcquence be regarded' as no fdirBegler, 
i^otWithftanding I confider ConverfatJon in cWs 
light, I think it neceffary toobfetwciJthdt it^iifc 
fers from other Copartnerihips in one very mate- 
rial Point, which is thb, that it is worfe taken if 
a Man pays in more than his Proportion, than if 
he had hot contributed his 'foil i^/8*«i>wided 
he be not too for deficient: For thePfevcarion 
of which, let us have Ho n a c e's Caution coht 
iinually in our Eye. 

Tlbe Indifcreet with hlind Aoerfm tti» 
Itfto one Fault, leben they another Jhan. 

1 1 b the pecuUar Privilege of the J?«V, that, 
fpeaking or filent, they never offend. Who can 
be weary of hearing the fofteft Harmony ? -Or 
^cho, without Pleafure, can behold Beauty, when 

his 



; 



Digitized 



by Google 



)3 The Polite PHitosoi^Hfik; 

his Attention is not; diverted from her Channs b^ 
liftening to her Words ? I would haye ftopt ho-e^ 
but that my [deference for the Ladies obliges mb 
€6 talce notice^ that fddie of their own Sex^ when 
paft the Noon of Life, or in their WiiHe of Power> 
ironi foiAe other Reafixi^ are ap^to place an In* 
.€lination of obHging theit Hearers .awoqgftthofa 
.Topicks of Detra&ioli, by* which they would ^je^ 
4uoe the Luftre of. thffife Stars, th^t. iiow gild dK 
JMemifphere^ wliere they onCe .ftpqe. ^ . . 

. F%Ohi this : C0if/i only, . I wQukl- advife the 
.Rfiigning "todfiu by;an Eqi^Uty of Behaviour, t# 
avoid the.Cetifiirtf of thefe iU-oacur'd Tatlers. - 

, ; Such lapUfi Pate attends the Taung and Falr^ ' 

Exposed t$ open Force, andfecret Snare : 

^Urfu^d hy Men, ''Sffarm with d^Jfru^iife Bre » 

AgainfttheirYczcty while female Frauds confpireu 

Efcafdfrom thofe, in vain they hope for Rejf / 

What Fame's fecur^ from an inmdious Jejt ? 

By Flight the Deer, no more of Dogs afraid. 

Palls hy a Shot from fome dark Covert made'4 

So envious Tongues their foul Mentions hide^ 

' Wbmd, th^ unfeen, and kill ere thefre defcrfd. 

Of 
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Ot all the fJ/Z/w which Men zvt apt to fall 
into, to the Diftmbanc^ of others, and kjfening 
of thcmfelves, there h none more intolerable 
than continual JEj^^//5»^, and a perpetual Inclina- 
^n ta Sel?.panegyricfc. The mention of this 
JVeaknefs is fufficient to expofe it; fince I think 
no Man was ever poffcl&d of fo warm an Affec- 
tion for his own Perfon, as deliberately to affcrt, 
*hat it, and its Concerns, are proper Topicks to 
entertain Company. Y^t there arc many who, 
through Want of Attention, fall into this Vein, 
^s fbon as the Cwofirfation begins to acquire Life : 
They lay hold of every Opportunity of introdti- 
£ing themfclves, deferibing themfclves, and, if 
PcQple are fo dull as not to take the hint, of com- 
mending themfelves. Nay, what is more furpri* 
zing than all this, they are amazed at the Cold- 
nefs of their Auditors ; forgetting that the fame 
Paffion infpires almoft every Body, and that there 
is fcarce a Man in the Room who has not a bet- 
ter Opinion of himfelf, than of any body elfe. 

DiSQ^uisiTioNS of this. fort into hiifnan 
Nature belong properly unto Sages in Oolite ^Pji- 
lofophy I for the firft Principle of true Politenefs 
is, not to offend againft fuch Difpofirions of the 
Mind as are almoft infeparable from our Species. 
To find out and methodize thefe, requires no 
fmall Labour and Application. The Fruits of my 

F 'Kc^ 
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Refearcbes on this Sabjcd I commuuicatc frgely 
to the Publick ; but iftUft^ at thp fame time, ex- 
hort my Riders to fparc now and then a few Mi- 
nutes to fuch RefiiedipnjSi whi/ch will at leaft b^ 
jattcnded with this good Confequcnce, that it wi}l 
^pen a Scene which hath i^o^eltj/^ t^iat powerful 
dCharm^ to re^omniiend it, . 

B u T I muft beware of gvoy/mg ferims again ; 
I'm afraid my Gravity may liave ^ifp^Uged fome 
. ,pf xhp Bfi^u^mpnd already; 

fie who intends fadvife the Tomg and Gay, 
Miiji quit the common Road — the formal Way 
Which Hum-drum pedants take to make Folks 

fiy praiffftg Virtue, and decrying Vice. 
]Let Parfoas tell what dreadful Ills will fall 
On fuch as lift en when their ^affims call : 
We from fuch "things our Pupils to affright, 
^ay not they're Sins, but that th^y^re Unpolite. 
^pfhe<i^ their Courage, Beaus would often dare 
P^ hlackeft Crimes to brave old Lucifer : 
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. But l»kOy of Breeding nice, of Carriage civi'l, 
tVou'd trefpafs on good Manners for the Devil ^ 
Or, Merely to difplay his Want of Fear^ 
Be damned hereafter, to he laugh'd at here ? 

I T cannot be cxpefted from me, that I (hould 
pdrticiilarly criticife on iall thofe Foibles through 
which Men arc offenfive to others in their Beha^ 
viour : Perhaps too, a Detail of this kind, how- 
ever exa^y might be thought tedious ; it may be 
conftrued into a Breach of thofe Rules, ^for a ftrict 
Obfervancc of which I contend. In order there- 
fore to diverjify a Subjeft which can no other 
way be treated agreeably, permit me to throw 
together a Set of Chata^ers I once had the Op- 
portunity of feeing, which will afford a jufl: Pic-? 
ture of thefe Marplots in Convcrfation, and which 
my Readers, if they pleafe, may call the AfTem^ 
bly of Impertinents- 

There was a Coffee-houfe in that End of 
the Town where I lodged fome Time ago, at 
which feveral Gentlemen ufed to meet of an Even- 
ing, who, from a happy Correfpondence in theif 
Himours and Capacities ^ entertained one another 
agi:eeably from the Clofe of the Afternoon, till 
it was Time to go to Bed. 

F 2 Aeo ut 
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A B o u T fix Months this Sm$ty fubfiftcd with 
great Regularity, though without any Reftcwit : 
Every Gentleman who frequented theHoufe, and 
had con^erfed with the Kre&ors of this t)ccafionaI 
Club, were invited to pafs an Evening, when they 
thought fit, in a Room one Pair of Stairs fet a- 
part for that Purpofe. 

The Report of thjis Mectmg drew one Night,> 
^hcn I had the Honour of being there, three 
Gentlemen of Dittinaion, who were fo well Icnowa 
to moft of the Members, that Admittance could 
not be refuTcd them. One of them, whom I chufc 
to call Major Ramble, turned of Phuefcore^ 
and who had an excellent Education, feiied the . 
Difcourfe about an Hour before Supper, and gave 
las a very copious Account of the Remarks he had 
made in three Years Travels through Italy. He 
fcegan wJth.a geographical Defcription of theDo^ 
minions of his Sardinian Ma jelly, as Duke of 
Savoy ; and, after a Digreflion on ^the Fortiik:a- 
tions of 7r/rm, in fpeakiug of which he ihewed 
himfelf a perfeft Engineer, he proceeded to the 
lecret Hiftory of the Intrigues of that Court, from 
the Propofal of the Match with ^ormgal, to the 
Abdication of King Vicxaii Amabeus. 
After this, he run over the general Hiftory of 
■Mian, Varma, and Modena; dwelt half an Hour 
on the Adventures of the laft Puke oi Mantua i 
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^kvt v^ a hflfty Sketch of the Court of Rome^ 
tfaAsfert'd himfelf frdm thence to the King<Ioki 
%f N^h$% tepc^t^ the Infurreaion of Ma si- 
«AKt£Li.a; and^ ai: a (^uuter before Ted, 
ftliihdd ills Ot^rmims with the Reckal of wfaat 
te{iE»tied at the RedaSSon of that Kiiigdom tb 
the Obedience of the prcfent Emperor. What 
fiOfittibuted to M^ke this Conduft di im the mock 
ooc 4bi the way, w^, that every Gentiemaa in 
the Roomhad been Jn Itah^ as well^a$ he ^ and 
one of them, who was a Merchant, was the very 
t^etfofi ttt wliole ISkmfe the M^jor refided when at 
^apkx i^ffibly ihe n^ht imaghie . the Know^- 
kdge they had in ^ofe things, mi^ give them k 
^eater RieHifii for liis Animadverfidns i or, to 
fpeak tsayntatktitliyy the DelSre of difplaying bis 
t)wh E^ots, buried every other Cirouo&wce in 
ObHvion. 

J u s «* as the Major had done fpeakitig, a Gen- 
tleman called for a^Glafs of Water, and happened 
^o fey, after drmfcing it, that he found his Cori- 
'4ftitntioii mncfa mended fince he had left otf Malt- 
4.iqttoF* Doftor H £ e t i^ K, another of the 
^SttaHgetSy torniedJately laid hold of this Oppor- 
tunity, and gave us a large Account of tlie Vim 
tues of Water, confirnting whatever he advanced 
-from the Works of the molt eminent Phyficians, 
From the main Subjeft he made an »eafy Tranfi- 
rion to saedidnaLBaths andSptings : nor were his 

Searches 



Digitized 



by Google 



^8 The Polite PniLOsoftiEifJ 

Searches bounded by our own G)untry ; he coii^ 
defcended to acquaint us with the Properties of 
^he Springs o( JBourbon^ pardculariz'd the genuine 
Smell of Spa Water, applauded.the wonderful Ef- 
fefts of the ^iermont NBmral, and, like a true 
Patriot, wound up his DifquifitionS with preferring 
Aftrop Wells (within three Miles of which he was 
bom)-to"tiaiem: all. It was now twrn'd of Eleven^ 
when the Major and Do^or took their leaves, and 
went away together in a Hackney-eoack 

The 0)mpany feeni'd inclinable ta extendi 
their ufuaL Time of fitting, in order to divert them<- 
felves after the Night's Fatigue i when Mr. Pa* 
3P I L I o, the third New-comer, after two or three 
fevere Refleftions on the Oddity of fomc Peoples 
Humours, who were for impofing their own idle 
Conceits, as things worthy the Attention of a 
whole Company ,• tho', at the fame time, their 
^Subjefts arc trmal, and their Matjner of treat- 
ing them infifid. For my part, continued he^ 
Gentlemen, moft People do me the Honour to 
lay, that few Perfons underliand M$dals better 
tfem I do. To put the mufty Stories of thefc 
queer old Men out of our Heads, Til give you 
the Hitt(M-y of a valuable Medallion, which was 
fent m« about three Weeks ago from Venice. 
. Without flaying for any farther Mark of Appro- 
.bation than Silence , he entered immediately on a 
long Diflertation s in whiph he had fcarce pro- 

ceeded 
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needed ten Minutes, before his Auditors, lofing 
all ^Patience, followed the Example of an old 
Turkey Mprchant, who, faking up his Hw and 
Gloves, went direftly down Stairi, without fay- 
ing a Word . ' 

A Ni MADVERSioNs on what I have re- 
lated, would but trefpafs on the Patience of my 
Readers j wherefore, in the Place of them, let 
me oflfer a few Remarks inVerfe, where my Ge^ 
JWis may be more at Liberty, gnd Fivmtji ^toos^ 
jfbr .Waijt of M^bod, 

« 
Who would not chu/e tojhun the general Scorn^ 

'^dfly Contempt ? a thing fo hardly borH0 

7*his to avoid let not your Tales he long : 

T^e endkfi Speaker's ffoer in the Wrongs > 

Md all abhor Intemperance of Tongu,e. 

Though^ with a Fluency of eafy Sounds^ 

Tour copious Speech with every Grace abounds : 

Tho' fVit adornp and Judgment give it fVeight, 

Pifcretion mufi your Vanity abate ^ 

^re your tir^d Hearers put Impatience on, 

^d wonder when the Larum will be down. 
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... I ... ' . • "... 

:. : Nut think, hy Att^ Aiten^m £a» h wtwgbt^ 
A Ftuxiof Words will ever he a Fault, 
'f kings without Limits we hy Nature hJame, 

^ Adfim arc clofd with ^ka[ure^ ifthefame^ 

'■' Hitherto we Havd dwelt only qn the 
Btemiihes of Q)nverfatiaD, iivx>rdcr ta pr€v««: 
oiir Readers^ oommitting fii^ Offences as a^Iute^ 
ly dcftroy all Pretences to ^olitsnefs. But as a 
Man cannot be faid to difcharge the Duty he owes 
to Society,' who contents himfclf with barely do- 
ing nothing amifs ; fo Leftures on Oolite ^bilo^ 
fiphyy after removing thcfc Obftaclcs, may reafo^ 
hly be expefted to point out the Method whereby 
%mc <Politenejfs may be obtained. But, alas ! that 
is not to be done by Words 5 Roclcs and Tem- 
yefts are eafily painted, but the jElays of ^bochs 
defy the Pencil. 

» M E T H I N K s I fee nay Auditors in furprize. 
What, fay they, have we attended fo long in 
vain ? Have we liften'd to no purpofe ? Muft we 
content ourfelves with knowing how neceflary a 
thing ^olitenefs is, without being told how to ac- 
quire it ? Why really. Gentlemen, it is juft fo. 
I have done all for you that is in my Power ; I 
have Ihewn you what you are not to be : In a 

word. 
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Word, I have explained ^diUnefi negatively ; if 
you would know it pofitively, you rauft feck it 
from Company and Obfervation. However, to 
fliew My bwn good Breeding, I will be your bunot- 
ble Servant as far as I can, that isy Til open tbe 
Door, and introduce you, leaving you then at the 
finglc Point where I can be of no further Ufe, 
id efi^ Application. 

The World Is a great School, wherein Mcq 
are firft to learn, and then to praftife. As Fun-* 
damentals in all Sciences ought to be well under- 
ftood, fo a Man cannot be too attentive at his 
firft bccommg acquainted with the Publick : For 
Experience is a neceflkry Qualification in every 
diftinguilhed Chara<fter, and is as much required 
in a fine Gentleman, as in a Statefman. Yet it 
is to be remarked, that Experience is much fooner 
acquired by fome, than by others : For it does 
not confilt {b much in a copious Remembrance 
of whatever has happened, as in a regular Reten-i 
tion of what may be ufeful. As a Man is proper- 
ly ftyled learned, from his making a juft Ufe of 
Reading, and not from his having perufed d muU 
titiide of Books. 

As foon as we have gained Knowledge, we 
fliall find the beft Way to improve it will be JEv* 
enife, in which two things are carefully to be a* 
voided, ^ofnivenefs and AffaSation. If to our 

G Cwg 
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Care in flitinnittg th?m, Vre add a Defirc of <^ 
ligkig thc^ with whom we ixxiverfe, there is little 
Danger hut that w« become all we wifli j afld-^^o- 
htentfsy by an imperceptible Gradation, will en- 
ter into our minuteft Aftions, and ^ve a Polifli to 
every thi»^ we do. 

Uear to tbt far-extended CoKfii tf Spaing 

Smilfiandsirittmpb o'er the ragging Main, 

Wbefe dwelt (f old — -as tumfal "Totts f^^ 

Slittgets, who bore /rent all the Trize aw^. 

Whik Ittfaiftsya - - - their feeble Nerves they 
trfd, 

Nor mcdfitl Bod, till won ly Art, fu^lfd, 

fitted was the Mark the Tbngfier, aft i» 

nsm, ■ , ■ 

' JVbtrfd the m^uidei &o»e wthfruitiefs Tant; 

TtU, hy long l^ta^iee, to <^erfe^on hrottgbt, 

With e4y SUgM tlxhr formr "task thg 
wrought. 

Swift from their Arm tW merring ^ehhlepw, 

Aid, high inAfy the fluttering yi0imjlew. 
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jSo in each Art Men rife hta hjf degms^ 
\And Months if Labour kad to TsAr 5 <>f Eafe. 

Th e Duke D B Ro c HE r A uc A u t, who 
-i«ras cftecmM the moft brilliant Wit in Erance^ 
ipeaking of ^oHtemfs^ (scf%. That a Citizen will 
Jiardly acquire it at Court, and yet may eafily at- 
tain it in the Camp« I ihall not enter into the 
Reafijn of this, but offer my Redden a Jhorter^ 
^eafantcry and more effe^ual Method of arriving . 
at the Summit of genteel Behaviour, that is, by 
^nveriing with the Ladies. 

Those who -aim at Pancgyrick, ai?c wont ta 
affemble a Throng of glittering Ideas, and then, 
with great Exaftnefs, dothe them with all the 
Elegance of Language, iti order to their making 
the moil magnificent Figure, when they come a- 
broad in the World, So copious a Subjeft as the 
Praifes of the Fair^ may, in the Opbioh of my 
Readers, lay me under great Difficulties in this 
Refpefl:. Every Man of good Underftgnding, 
and fine Scnfe, is in pain for one who has under- 
taken fo hard a Task : Hard indeed to me, who, 
from many Years Study of the Sex, have difco- 
ver'd fo many Perfedioris in them, as fcarc? as 
many more Years would afford me Time to ex- 
prefs. However, not to difappoint my Readers 
-oy Oiyfelf, by foregoing that ^Pleafure I feel in do- 
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ing Juftice to the rnoft amiable Part of the Crea- 
tion, I will indulge the natural Propenfity I have 
to their Service, and paint, tho' it be but in Mi- 
niature, the Excellencies they poflefs, and the Ac- 
complishments which, by Reflexion, they bcftow. 

'As when feme ^oet^ happy in bis Choice 

Of an important Suhjed tunes his Vpice 

Tofiseeter Sounds^ and more exalted iStrains^ 
Which from dfirong Reflexion he attains, 
'AsHouzKy while his Heroes be records^ 
^ Transfafes all th^ir Bre into his U^ds. . 
So we, intent the charming Sex to pleafe, 
• 50 with new Life, aitd an unwonted Eafe j 
JBeyond the Limits of our Genius foar, 
\Sndfeel an Ardour quite unknown before. 

Tho^e who, from wrong Ideas of Things, 
h^ve forced theihfclves into a Diflike of the Seii^, 
will be apt to cry out. Where woulpi this Fellow 
fun? Has he fo Jong ftudied Women, and doesh? 
not know what Numbers of affected Crudes, gay 
Coquettes, and giddy Impertinents there are amongft 
l^jnj ? .^ ^ - ^Jas ! Gentleman, what MilUkes are 

thefc I 
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thefe ? How will you be furpriz'd, if I prcve to 
you, that you are in the fame Sentiments with 
ipe, and that you could not have fo warm Re- 
fentments at' thefe (Peccadilloes^ if you did not 
think the Ladies more than mortal ? 

A R E the Faults you would pals by in a Friend, 
land fmile at in an Enemy, Crimes of fo depp a 
Dye in them as not to be forgiven ? And can this 
flow froiii any other Principle, than a Perfuafion 
that they are more perfeft in their Nature than 
we, and their Guilt the greater therclbrc, in de- 
parting, even in the faialleft Degree, from that 
Perfedion ? Or can there be a grpater Honour tp 
thp S?x, than this Dignity, lyhich even their E- 
nemies allow them, to fay, Truthy Virtti^y and 
Women owp Jefs to their Friends than to their 
Foes I fince the Vicious, in both Cafes, cjiargp 
their own Want of Tafte on the IVeaknefs of hu- 
man Nature, purfue grofler Pleafurcs becaufp 
they are at Hand, and negied the more refined, 
^s Things o£ which their Capacjtie? afford them 
po Idea* 

Born with afervile Guft to fenfual Joy, 
Souls of low^'tafie the facred Flame dejiroy^ 
By which, allied to the etherial Ere, 
Celefiial FifWf the JleroV "fkoughts infpire : 
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Tiach km in a/uhlmer ^ath to move, 

, And urge him m to Glory and to Love ; 

^ajjions which only give a Right to Fame, 

To frefent BUfs, and to a deathJefs Name. . 

While tbofi mean JVretcheSy with jufi Shame 
derfpead, 

live on unknown - - •* and are, unheard of, dead* 

M R. Dr y D E N, who knew human Natare 
perhaps as well as any Man who ever ftudied it, 
has given us a juft Pifiure of the Feree of Female 
Charms, in the Story of C y m o n and Ip h i* 
G E N X A. Bo c c A c E, from whom he took it, 
had adorn'd it with all the Tin/el Finery an Italian 
Compofition is capable oft The Englijh Poet^ 
like moft Englifi Travellers, gave Sterling Silver 
•in Exchange for that fuperficial Gilding, and be- 
flowed a Moral where he found a Tale. He 
paints in C y m o n a Soul buried in a Confufion 
of Ideas, informed with fo little Fire, as fcarcc 
to ftruggle under the Load, or afford any Glim- 
merings of Senfe. In this Condition he repre- 
fents him ftrucK with the Rays of Iphigenia's 
Beauty ; kindled by them, his Mind exerts its 
Powers, his intelleftual Faculties feem to awake, 
and that uncooth Ferocity of Manners, by which 

be 
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he had hitherto been diftingiiiflied, gave way to 
ao obliging fidiaviour> the natural ESoEt of Love 

Tk s Morai cf this Eahh is a Truth which 
ean never foe inculcated too much, h is to the 
fkir Sen we owe the mo& fliining Qualities o£ 
irMfM ours k Mafler : As the Antiintj infinuated, 
with their ufual Addrefs, by painting both the 
PirtutM and Graces as Females. Men of trtu 
Tafte feel a natural Ccwnplaifance for Women 
^hen they con^rfe with them^ and fall, withoue 
knowing it, upon every Art of Keafing ; which 
is die SSTpoikion, at once the niofl grateful to 
otlNns, and the mcA, (atisfa&ory to ourfelves. An 
intiiiiate Accfoaintance with the other SeXj £xes 
this Omfiaifmc^ into a Habit ^ and that Habit is 
aiic irery E^nce of ^alitcmfs. 

N A *t, I prefame to fay, ^oUtentfs can be no 
•other way s0ttamed. Books may furnift us with 
light Ideats, Experience may improve our Judg-- 
..ments; but it is the Acquaintance of the Ladies 
.only which can beftow that Eajinefs of Addrefs, 
whereby the fine Gentleman is diftinguifli'd from 
tHoc Scholar, md.the Man of Btifinefi. 

That my Readers may be perfedly fatisfy'd 
In a Point which I think of fo great Importance, 
let us examine this a little more ftridly. 

Tkerc 



Digitized 



by Google 



iiS The Polite pHiLOSOPHERi 

t 

. There is a certain cmftltutUnal <Pfide in 
Men, which hinders their yielding in Point of , 
Knowledge^ Honour^ ot Virtu$ to one another : 
7^/5 immediately fbrfakes us at the Sight of Wo^ 
tnan ; and the being accuftomed to fubxnit to the 
Ladies, gives a new Turn to our Ideas^ and opens 
a Path to ReafoHy which Ihe had not trod before. 
Things appear in another Light, and that Degree 
of Complacency (eenls now a Virtue^ which here* 
tofore we regarded as a ARannefs. 

I H A V E dwelt the longer on the CharjBis of 
the&x, arifing from the <Petfe£fm vifible in their 
exterior Compofition, becaufe there is the ftrongeft 
Analogy between them and the Excellencies which 
from a nicer Inquiry we difcover in the Mitds of 
the Fair. As they are diftinguilhed from the ro- 
bull Make of Man by that Delicacy exprefs*d by 
Nature^ m their Fornix fo the Severity of mafcu- 
line Senfe is fofren'd by a Sweetnefs peculiar to 
the Female Soul. A native Capacity of Pieafing 
attends them through every Circumftance of Life, 
and what we improperly call the JVeaknefs of 
the SeXy gives them a Superiority unattainable by 
Force: 
*■ 

The Fable of the North-^mnd and the Smt 
contending to make the Man tftrow off his Cloak, 
is not an improper Pifture of the fpecifick Diffe- 
rence 
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rence between the Ppwcrs of either Sex. The 
i:>luftedngFiercene{s oJF the former y inftead of pro-^ 
ducing the Effed at which it aimed, m^de the 
Fellow but wrap him^if up the. clofer ; yet no 
fdoner did the Sun-Beams pky» than that which 
before pcotefited^ became now an InciiinBrance. 

Just fo^r that ^ride which makes us teuacms 
m Difputes between Man and Man, when ap-> 
plied to the I/idies^ infpires us with an Eagernefs 
hot to coHtendy but to obey. 

To J^peak (mcerely ,and pKiiofophically, IVo^ 
men ttWi defign^d by Providence to fpread thd 
fame Splendour and Chearfiikiefs through the in- 
telleftual Oeconomy, that the celeftial Bodies difi> 
fiife over the material Part q£ the Creation. With-* 
out theni we might indeed contend^ dejtroy^ and 
triumph over one another. Fraud and Fbrce 
would divide the World between them, and wc 
iKould pafs our Lives, like Slaves, in continual 
i^oil, without the ftrofpeft of Pleafure or Relaxa^; 
tion* 

It is the'Converfation of JVomen that gives % 
proper Biafs to our Inclinations, and, by abating 
the Ferocity of our Paffions,^ engages us to that 
Gentlenefs of deportment, which we ftyje Huma^ 
nity. The Tendernefs we have for them foftens 
the Ruggednefs of our own Nature, and the J^/r-» 
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ms wt" :put on to makp the twtef Jrtgurt -fit 
fiieir Eyes/ keep txs in Smiiodr>n^feh barfchrcs. 

i -^p fiXR It without Atfciaitlott ot Viodty; 
that nO'Mafi has applied more ^iBducafly^thair 
myfetf to^the Sftidjr of *thfe K?/»' ^*V '^d: ^ *ft«f 
it with the grcateft SimpHatJ of He^^ thaj I 
have not only fbund the molt eMgdjgrlh'g dtidnioft 
amiable, bift alfo the lAoft" generous ^aM.ftip ht- 
foick Qualities amohgft the i^^i/f^/V and 'that I 
have difcover'd mofe of Vanddtlfy tHfinUr^Jtid- 
n^s^ and JPkrvmr in .their priendihips^. thap^in 
thofe of otnr own 5ox; tJioiigh f hsavt hteti Ttiy 
tare&l, and pdrticulatly h^ppy ia tl;e Choke of 
iny Aftjnaintanc^. \ ,/ 

M V Readets win, i dare fay, obfcrtc, and ifa-- 
deed I dedre they fiiODld, u more dian'ordlnaty 
Zeal for incdfcatfa^ a:* h^h Eftccrti bf^^d a fin- 
cere . Atttehmtot to 'Ae Pitir, What f prc?pofc 
from it^ is, to fiCfify^c&ttski Nbtloiis, wliidi arc 
hot only dedraftive o? alt ^oUtmfi, -buti'iat the 
fame time, detrimental to Society, and incompati- 
ble with* the Dignity of human Kiture. Thefe 
^ave of late Tears (preid mUch ainiCtf^ ftit>fe 
tirho affume to themfelves the Title ot Bhc'Ocn^ 
tlemen; and, in CbnfequehCc thereof, talk with 
great Freedom of thofc boxa vAiota :they are in 
no danger of being called to an account. There 
fe fb miich of Bdfemfi^ Cmafdict^ and Contempt 

0f 
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fot Trtitb m this way of ttmbg [tfaoTe who are 
#lom Cip^de of ipakti!^ us rra^ and ratitmaUy 
k^l0 1^ tp cooler the Crimc^ nuifl; b^ foffi^ 
cknt to wake « xesS^qtibic M^ af^hor it* Levitf 
1$ ti^ te^ Eimfif^ for a tnmfietii; S% of thi$ 
j^iod i.b^ 199 peifift ia JTat » evidently defcencU 
|flg $;m ^wown Spede|» and, a$ jgu: af wc »rs 

• JPIrdafdtP giw Jcy, tpe huify See ^refcfff, 
B^Mteoas their foim^ and heavenly in their 

^^Unt^ 'they ch*rm the f teased Bebpldefs Sights 
4i^ff9i^nj[y /riki t$s wtb n nm I^Ugbt : 
ffpds^t^htf pronotoifif ly fi^ettfi, hew t*cb 4 

^ivade oar E^s^ and 90ound m to the Heart, 
X^»a i^i,&J^ the gkripusi ^afionfieap^ 
^* |(^ Lo«e and Honour h>md^ the tbuth oheyi ^ 
'fillj iy his Service Wim^ the grateful Fair 
^IfffeHts, in lime, to eafe the Ldver^s Care^ 
SeakdU hisUfpes, and, in the hridai Kifs^ 
' ^his him aTttle to nniainted J^lifi. 

Hi I 



Digitized 



by Google 



5i ^e Polite PkiLOsoPkEit, 

I c H u s E to put an End to- my Ld9tir6 oit 
^olitenefs htiCj becaufe,; having ^oke^ o£ .the 
Ladies, I would hot dtfeend agiaih 'to itay^ other 
Subjcft. In the Gurt^nr* of my Difcoiirft; Ph»re 
taken Pains to IheW the Vfe and Amiahkkifs o€ 
that Art which this Tuati/e was'^rittten^ to^ re;^ 
commend ; and have draw^, in as ftrohg Coburs 
as I was able, thofc Solecifms in Behaviour, which 
Men, fithey tteoi^h (?^'^^/>^yi or a^vrpngTpni 
of Thought y are molt likely tp commit. 

P E R H A p s the Gra'Oe may think I have made 
^Qlitfne/s too iqiportaat a Thing, from the Kfan- 
ner in which I Have treated it :' Yet^ if they will 
butrefled, thsit a Stat efma» in the molt aqgufi; 
Affembly, a I^^^r of. the deepeft. Talents, and 
a Divine of the grcateft Parts^ mull Hotwithftand^ 
ing have a large Share of ^olitenefs, in order to 
engage the Attention, and bfofs the Inclination? of 
• his Hearers, before he can perfuade thsm^ they'll 
be of another Opinion, and confcfe that fome 
Care is due to acquiring that Quality which jpuft 
fet off all the reft/ 

. T H ]p gay^r ,Part of n^y Readers may^ proba^ 
lly, find fault with thofe Reftraints which may 
refplt from the RuIm I have here laid down : But 
I would have thefe Gentlemen remepber, that I 
point out a Way whereby^ without the Tfoubie of 
.. ; $tudy^ 
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Budyt they may be enabled to make no defpica- 
Ue F^re in the World; which, on tbatrare Deli- 
beration, I flatter myfelf they will think no ill 
Exchange. The Ladles vnll, Ihope, repay my 
Labours, by not bfHA^ difpl^ed with this Ofkt 
of my Service. And tbas, havii^g done all in ny 
Power towards making Folks tigreetible to one an- 
other, I plea|e me with the Woj^ of hiving pro^ 
cured a fiivpurable Reception for myfelf. 

W&*» gay? B ri o n i v », to cme0 tbe4ge. 
Gave way, ^ a«, toMsfatiriek Rage • 
llois mtly Brm he for bis Writings ehoje, - 
And ch'eeguei^d lighter Verfe mith ^aver<Pr^e, 
When, with jajf Malice, he dejigtfd topm^ 
Horn far mhounded l/ice, at laft, would go. 
f/t <Pro/€ we read the execrable Tale^ 
And fee the Face <f Sin without a Veil; 
fiut whf» his 9oul, hyfomef(ft tbeme inffir'd, 
fhe ^d of tuneful poetry required, 
fSs Numbers with peculiar Sweetnefs ran. 
And in hif eafy Verfe we fee the Man. 

,■ Uatrid^ 
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